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I STORMED FROM THE HOUSE INA BLACK AND ANGRY 
MOOD. JO ANN AND I HAD HAD ANOTHER OF OUR 
FREQUENT QUARRELS, AND I WAS GLAD THAT I 
WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO LEAVE BEFORE MY TEMPER 
AND EMOTIONS HAD RUN AWAY WITH MEf FOR EACH 
TIME WE ARGUED, IT BECAME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT 
FOR МЕ TO KEEP FROM A/LL/WG HER! 


THAT WOMAN IS DRIVING 


МЕ /MSANE/ ONE OF THESE 
F THI 














ЈО ANN WAS FIFTEEN YEARS YOUNGER THAN Т, BUT 
IT HAD MADE NO DIFFERENCE! BEFORE MY VACATION 
WAS OVER, WE HAD BEEN MARRIED... 








NOT VERY EXCITING, 
I'M AFRAID’ BUT SECURE... 
AND PLEASANT! 


АТ А MEDICAL 
SCHOOL? on, 
HOW THRILLING! 





YOU'VE MADE ME 
VERY HAPPY, JO 


IM HAPPY, TOO, FRED! AND 
THIS RING 15 BEAUTIFUL! ‘TO 


ANN, DARLING / JO ANN FROM FRED. 





WE HAD BOUGHT A HOUSE JUST OUTSIDE THE 
COLLEGE...BUT FROM THE BEGINNING, THINGS HADN'T 
GONE WELL...ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE FOUND OUT THE 
NATURE OF MY WORK! 


Т HAD NEVER BEEN ABLE TO MAKE HER UNDER- 
STAND‘ SLOWLY BUT SURELY, SHE BEGAN TO 
TURN AGAINST ME BECAUSE SHE DESPISED MY 


WORK... AND ІМ DEFENSE, T TURNED AGAINST Her! 


] 








YOU MEAN YOU Y REVOLTING BUT...BUT, JO ANN... 
GUT UP DEAD ( DISSECTION 15 AN IMPORTANT 
BODIES? НОМ У PHASE OF A STUDENT'S COURSE! 
REVOLTING! | \T FAMILIARIZES THEM WITH TH 
HUMAN BODY, AND ENABLES THEM 
TO DETERMINE CAUSES OF DEATH f 
ITS VERY IMPORTANT " 





WILL YOU LEAVE THOSE OH, SHUT UP! YOU 


BOOKS ALONE? HOW < AND YOUR GHOULISH 
MANY TIMES DO YOU BOOKS! YOU MAKE 
НАМЕ TO BE TOLD ? ме S/CKS 





OH, YEAH? ) 
WE'LL SEE 
р ABOUT 


т F 
YOU TOUCH THEM, 
I'LL GRAIN 
You! 


WHO PUT 
UP THOSE 

IDIOTIC 
CURTAINS 2 





THAT HAD BEEN THE FIRST TIME WE HAD ACTUALLY 
TO BLOWS f SHE HAD SPRAWLED ON THE 
FLOOR, A STUNNED LOOK ON HER FACE, AND L 
HAD RACED FROM THE HOUSE, FRIGHTENED BY THE 
FEELING OF SATISFACTION IT HAD GIVEN ME 














AND, AS ALWAYS, І 2/0 RUSH 
FROM THE HOUSE ” BUT ONLY 
BECAUSE І KNEW THAT IF ID 
STAYED, I WOULD'VE A/LLED 
HER! 

ONE OF THESE DAYS.. 

ONE OF THESE DAYS. 





HOW ARE 


HOME, 
FRED? 








LT WAS FORTUNATE THAT МЕ 
LIVED FAR FROM ANYONE ELSE... 
FOR AT THE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 

NO ONE EVEN DREAMED MY MAR- 
RIAGE WAS AS IT WAS... 





EH? OH, 
THINGS AT FINE, DEAN MARTINS 
SAME AS ALWAYS... 
YES..JUST THE SAME 





AFTER THAT, WE BOTH KNEW WE COULD NEVER BE 
HAPPY UNDER THE SAME ROOF‘ SHE SEEMED ТО 
REJOICE IN AGGRAVATING МЕ... SEEING ME IN A RAGE 
WAS HER WAY OF GAINING SATISFACTION... 
50 HELP ME, 171 60 ОМ, GET OUT OF 
HERE! RUN OUT OF 
HERE LIKE YOU 
ALWAYS 007 60 
оу”? RUNI 









SUDDENLY, МҮ THOUGHTS 
RETURNED TO THE PRESENT! 
т. WAS STILL IN THE CAR, PARKED 
LIN FRONT OF THE LAB BUILDING / 
GOOD HEAVENS! I MUST 
HAVE BEEN DAYDREAMING / IF 
I DONT HURRY, TLL ВЕ 
LATE FOR CLASS’ 











JUST 


АЗ ALWAYS! 





Т STEPPED FROM МҮ CAR AND ENTERED THE LARGE 
BRICK BUILDING, ARRIVING IN CLASS SEVERAL MINUTES 
AFTER THE MORNING BELL HAD SOUNDED... 

GOOD MORNING, BOYS” WERE A YES, SIR! 
BIT LATE, SO LET'S GET RIGHT TO (Б? 
worK г WANT ALL оғ You то | 7 
GO TO THE 1СЕ-ВОХ" AND CHOOSE 
















THE ЧСЕ-ВОХ' WAS A HUGE REFRIGERATOR WHERE 
CORPSES WERE LITERALLY HUNG, LIKE SO MUCH 
BEEF! THE MEDICAL SCHOOL CLAIMED THESE 
UNIDENTIFIED BODIES, AND THE STUDENTS USED 
THEM IN THE LABS AS OBJECTS OF STUDY, ETC... 
Boy! WILL YOU LOOK Y HERE'S THE ONE Z WANT! 
AT THE SIZE ОҒ 7/5 | THIS BABE LOOKS LIKE 
JAZBO! ILL ВЕТ НЕ SHE'S REALLY BEEN 
THROUGH THE MILL’ 














You өиү5 ` 40, HO! 
ARE ALWAYS | LISTEN TO 
CLOWNING / ДА GRANDPA! 
THIS IS 
SERIOUS 


HEY’ LEND 
А HAND’ 

THIS GUY 15 

HEAVY! 


WHY 15 IT 
YOU LITTLE 
GuYS 
ALWAYS 
GRAB THE 
BIGGEST 
BODIES? 


THAT'S AVERY INTERESTING 
SPECIMEN, GIBBS! WHAT 
HAVE YOU LEARNED ? 


‘THE STUDENTS WERE YOUNG AND THEY JOKED A 
GREAT DEAL, BUT THEY WERE QUITE EARNEST 
ABOUT THEIR WORK... 


HE DIED OF 
T.B., SIR! PRETTY 
ADVANCED CASE! 





Ав І WALKED AMONG MY BUSY 
STUDENTS, I THOUGHT HOW JO 
ANN WOULD REACT TO SEEING 
THESE BODIES BEING CUT OPEN, 
PROBED AND EXAMINED... 


LT SEEMED LIKE ONLY A SHORT 
WHILE, BUT BEFORE I KNEW IT, 
THE BELL WAS RINGING AGAIN, 
ANNOUNCING THE END OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY... 





НМР? PROBABLY HAVE А 





WORK! NEVER COULD 
UNDERSTAND... 


FIT! SHE'S ALWAYS HATED MY y 





BLAST IT/ NOW 


ALL RIGHT, 
I'LL HAVE TO 60 


GENTLEMEN 7 
THAT'S ALL 


FOR TODAY’ ЖАР 





HOME то JO 
оу 2—1 


AFTER THE STUDENTS HAD GONE, 
Т. GATHERED MY PAPERS AND 
BRIEF CASE AND WALKED TO MY 
CAR. I DROVE SLOWLY ALL THE 
WAY HOME...TRYING ТО POSTPONE 
MY ARRIVAL... 


BUT EVENTUALLY I ENTERED THE HOUSE. JO ANN 
WAS SEATED ON THE COUCH WITH THE FAMILIAR 
EXPRESSION ON HER FACE...ONLY THIS TIME ІТ WAS 
SLIGHTLY D/FFERENT/ WE GLARED AT EACH 
OTHER MOMENTARILY, AND I STALKED TOWARD 
MY STUDY... 





THE SL/GHT, CYNICAL SNEER OF HER LIPS WAS 
WHAT WAS D/FFERENTS AND AS І OPENED THE 
STUDY DOOR AND FLICKED ON THE LIGHT, T SUD- 
DENLY FOUND OUT WHY... 


MY BOOKS! 
MY PAPERS! 
ө ALL MY THINGS / 


JO ANN! WHAT HAVE YOU 
DONE WITH THEM ? 


І THREW 
THEM 0077 
THAT'S 
WHAT I 
0/0” 


ү” зы 
— 


tS АА 


ч 
a сү 


іш і 
7 Wy ЕД 
ОРА 
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T TURNED AND STARED АТ HER, SMOULDERING IN THE HUSHED, ICY TONE ОҒ MY VOICE STARTLED 
ANGER AND HATE! SHE EXPECTED ME TO RAVE... HER. SHE DREW BACK, A LOOK OF FEAR FLICKING 
TO SCREAM VILE OATHS...10 7HREATEN HER АТ ACROSS HER РАСЕ / T WAS IN NO MOOD FOR 
THE TOP OF MY LUNGS AS T HAD ALWAYS DONE... RANTING MERE WORDS 7 І WAS FAR BEYOND 
WELL2 WHY DONT YOU чин тай, д0 мен, THAT STAGE..AND THE EXPRESSION THAT WAS 
SAY SOMETHING? WHY YOU HAVE GONE TOO SLOWLY CREEPING INTO HER EYES TOLD ME SHE 
ARE YOU STARING AT Fah... KNEW THAT THIS WAS THE SHOWDOWN! 
ME LIKE THAT?!” I'M GOING TO KILL YOU, JO ANN, LIKE 7) ...KEEP BACK... 
Š т. ALWAYS SAID І wouto’ AND DO You |» STAY AWAY 
KNOW WHAT I'M GOING TO DO WITH 
YOUR вору ? 00 Your 



























AFTER YOURE DEAD, I'M GOING /Т5 700 LATE TOBE SORRY) | Т LUNGED AT HER! ALL THE 

TO CUT YOUR FACE TO A/BBONS | |YoU'vE ALWAYS HATED МҮ FURY AND HATE THAT WAS 

SO NO ONE WILL RECOGNIZE YOU’ | | WORK...BUT NOW YOULL BE А WITHIN МЕ BURST FORTH IN A 
AND THEN I'M GOING TO LET МҮ f MADDENING SURGE FOR REVENGE! 
AND SHE FOUGHT BACK WITH THE 
FRENZIED STRENGTH OF A PERSON 
WHOSE LIFE HANGS IN THE 














MY FISTS WERE LEADEN HAMMERS THAT CLUBBED AND POUNDED 
HER...MY FINGERS WERE CLAWS THAT RIPPED AND TORE! SHE 
BATTLED WITH AN INTENSE FURY AS WE THRASHED ABOUT THE 
ROOM, LEAVING HAVOC IN OUR МАКЕ.. АМО Т ROARED WITH А 
GLOATING EXULTATION AS, LITTLE BY LITTLE, ВІТ BY ВІТ, SHE 
WEAKENED... 





JUT AN OMINOUS SILEI 
VAS one MY SENSES‘ HER 


moor 
HER EYES BULGED FROM THEIR 
SOCKETS FROM THE PRESSURE OF 
МҮ FINGERS THAT WERE KNOTTED 
AROUND HER NECK! 





‘THERE WAS NO TIME TO BE SORRY. A FEW QUICK 
VICIOUS SLASHES WITH A KITCHEN KNIFE ENTIRELY 


OBLITERATED HER FEATURES! THEN, AFTER PULL- 
ING HER TEETH AND REMOVING HER JEWELRY AND 
CLOTHING, MY WIFE WAS COMPLETELY UNRECOGNIZ- 


AFTER HURRIEDLY WRAPPING HER BODY IN A HEAVY 
BLANKET AND DUMPING IT IN THE BACK SEAT OF THE 
CAR, I DROVE TO THE COLLEGE WHERE T PARKED 
IN THE SHADOWS OF THE LAB BUILDING... 


—— NO ONE AROUND! 50 FAR SO 
90007 NOW TO GET HER INSIDE 






















А FEW MOMENTS LATER, T HAD 
HER SAFELY STASHED AWAY IN 

THE ‘ICE ВОХ" 
AHÍ THERE! NEATLY STACKED 

JUST LIKE THE OTHERS’ THEY'LL 
NEVER EXPECT YOU TO BE 

HERE! нен! HEH! HEH! nen! a 


HOME, AND AN 


















І LEFT THE BUILDING, DROVE 


HAD REMOVED ALL SIGNS OF 
STRUGGLE, AND DISPOSED OF 
ALL INCRIMINATING EVIDENCE... 


THE NEXT MORNING, AFTER А 
FINAL CHECK TO SEE THAT 
EVERYTHING WAS ІМ ORDER, I 
SUMMONED THE POLICE.” 

YOU SAY YOUR \( THATS RIGHT! 
WIFE DIDNT СОМЕ AND гм 
HOME LAST TERRIBLY 

NIGHT? WORRIED! 


HOUR LATER 








THE TWO DETECTIVES REMAINED FOR SOME TIME 
AND ASKED A GREAT MANY QUESTIONS, BUT I GAVE 
THEM NO REASON WHATSOEVER TO SUSPECT ME... 


SOMETIME LATER THEY LEFT, AND І WAS SURE 
THEY THOUGHT ONLY WHAT I WANTED THEM TO 
THINK...THAT JO ANN HAD RUN OFF WITH ANOTHER 





ANOTHER MAM? OH, 
NO...NOT MY JO ANNI 
т. KNOW SHED NEVER 
DO ANYTHING LIKE 
THATS 


YOUR WIFE WAS FIFTEEN 
YEARS YOUNGER THAN 
YOU, EH? AND ALSO А 
GOOD LOOKER! You 
THINK SHE MIGHT'VE... 
I MEAN...ANOTHER 

MAN, MAYBE 2 











MAN... 
HA, HA, HAS THE 
FOOLS / THEYLL WEVER: 


З FIND нен” 

















SEVERAL DAYS PASSED AND I THE STUDENTS HAD NO SOONER 












SUDDENLY, AN ICY FEAR RAN 








WAS JUST BEGINNING TO ENJOY LEFT THE ROOM, WHEN IN WALKED] | THROUGH ME AS THE FIRST ОҒ 
THE NEW-FOUND PEACE IN МҮ | THE DETECTIVES. THE STUDENTS RETURNED... 
ЫН 2 OH! YOU...\ DIDN'T MEAN TO, | GREAT SCOTT: WHAT'S THE 


STARTLED | PROFESSOR JUST WHAT IF ONE OF > MATTER, 
ME... L... > WANTED А FEW THEM SHOULD... Җ PROFESSOR? 
WORDS WITH YOU SHOULD PICK YOU'RE WHITE 
ABOUT YOUR Ж/Е AS А SHEET! 


ALL RIGHT, MEN f LETS GET 
BUSY f GO TO THE 1СЕ-ВОХ" 
AND SELECT А BODY f 














А MOMENT LATER, MY WORST FEARS WERE REALIZED, 
AS A STUDENT WALKED BY...WITH JO ANN, COVERED 
WITH A SHEET, SLUNG OVER HIS SHOULDER! 








WOWIE! DID PROFESSOR... ЕН? ОН...ҮЕ5 f 
THIS BABY YOU SURE JUST A SLIGHT 2 
REALLY GET А DIZZY SPELL... PROFESSOR? THIS 






[GOING OVER! 2 т THAT'S ALLf CORPSE THAT I'M WORK- 
ING ON І JUST OPENED 
HER UP, AND... 





-. АМО LOOK WHAT І FOUND IN HMM... АМ INSCRIPTION SAY, PROFESSOR... 
HER STOMACHS SHE EVIDENTLY ION IT! "ТО ЈО ANN... ISN'T THAT YOUR 
SWALLOWED \T JUST BEFORE FROM FRED. WIFE'S МАМЕ г 
SHE DIED! MAYBE ІТ WOULD 

HELP THE POLICE FIND OUT 





WHO SHE IS f 
































Баш WELL, PROFESSOR? )/” //07 I MEAN, THAT'S RIGHT, Y CERTAINLY‘ HEH! 
INTHE ENTIRE |, ISN'T YO ANN —( À YESS BUT... BUT PROFESSOR! THOUSANDS! 
LABORATORY || ) THERE ARE YOU'RE HEHfJJUST..JUST 
TURNED TO 4 THOUSANDS ABSOLUTELY 1 COINCIDENCE! 
РАСЕМЕ!т | Í ү ОР GIRLS NAMED... RIGHT... THAT'S ALLE 
KNEW WHAT | ¢ > 

WAS GOING 
THROUGH 
THEIR MINDS 
т COULD 
SEE IT IN 
THEIR EVES! 
А HUSH 
PERVADED 
THE ROOM... 
THEY WERE 
WAITING 
FOR ME TO 
ANSWER... 








WHAT WAS THE Ў WHA..?DATE? \ | WELL, THAT DOES IT, PROFESSOR! | ( DON'T CALL J ALL RIGHT! 
DATE OF YOUR Д WHY...IT WAS BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO THE THAT ALL RIGHTS. 
MARRIAGE, FEBRUARY 9, INSCRIPTION ON THIS R/WG... COINCIDENCE, \ VESS YES/I Ñ 
PROFESSOR? 1948! THIS JO ANN WAS MARRIED ON PROFESSOR! | K/LLED HERS 
THE VERY SAME DAY...TO A GUY YOU KILLED 
NAMED FRED THAT'S YOUR HER, DIDN'T 
NAME, ISN'T IT PROFESSOR? 





THEY HAD ME... CONFESSED EVERYTHING! THE 

THING THAT HURT MOST WAS THE STUNNED, BEWIL- | | AND LED ME OUT OF THE ROOM...BUT FROM THE 
DERED EXPRESSIONS OF MY STUDENTS WHO COULONT| | SILENCE BEHIND, І HEARD GIBBS'S VOICE. 
BELIEVE WHAT THEY HAD HEARD... BUT..BUT SURELY HE 





1..1 COULDN'T STAND HER ] ALL RIGHT, LET'S MUST HAVE KNOWN THAT 
ANY LONGER! SHE DROVE GO PROFESSOR! HIS WIFE SUFFERED FROM 
МЕ TO MURDER... BUT I THERE'S A CELL < AVERY ADVANCED STAGE 


WAS FOOLISH TO THINK WAITING FOR YOU... OF CANCERS SHE... SHE 
ICOULD GET AWAY «Є AT HEADQUARTERS! 4 | COULDN'T HAVE LIVED 
WITH ITY ч MORE THAN 5/0 УЕЕХ5” 





ONY OF THOSE WORDS WILL HAUNT МЕ TO MY 
DYING DAY... WHIGH,COME TO THINK OF IT, ISN'T VERY 
FAR OFF. 








I HAVE TO GO BACK А BIT TO BEGIN МҮ 


STORY! І THINK THE /DEA FIRST САМЕ ТО 
ME ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO! JOHN AND I 


HAD INVITED DICK SAXON, АМ OLD FRIEND, TO 
DINNER! AS USUAL, WE ACTED VERY LOVEY- 


DOVEY IN FRONT OF DICK! ACTUALLY, WE 
DESPISED EACH OTHER... 








ONLY WAY OUT? THAT NIGI 
TO KILL MY HUSBAND... 








WELL? AREN'T YOU 
GOING TO COMPLIMENT 
ME ON THE DINNER? 


WHAT DO YOU WANT... 
A MEDAL? ANY WIFE 
COULD DO THE SANES 


Он, 20 МЕ А FAVOR/ WELL, THAT LL 
AND SHUT UP... ( BE A RELIEFS 
BECAUSE Г/М NOT 

GOING TO TALK 





Six YEARS WE'D BEEN MARRIED! THE FIRST YEAR WAS 
SWELL! THE SECOND...SO-SO! THE LAST FOUR HAD 
GOTTEN PROGRESSIVELY WORSE! WE WERE AT EACH 


OTHER'S THROATS CONSTANTLY... ARGUING.. INSULT- 
ING... THREATENING. 


THE TROUBLE WITH YOU, Y0U ) HAH! THATS А LAUGH! 
POMPOUS PIG, IS THAT YOU WHAT IN BLAZES 00 


ТАКЕ ME FOR GRANTED f YOU ро THAT I 
YOU DON'T APPRECIAT 





50 HE STAMPED OUT OF THE 
DINING ROOM AND I STARTED TO 
CLEAN UP THE DINNER MESS... 


MAYBE You ‘RE LIKE I WAST 
ONCE UPON À TIME THE THOUGHT 


а I DONT KNOW WHY І GO ON 
то уои pa LIVING WITH HIM! HE... HE 
MAKES ME M/SERABLES 


L...x'VE 607 TO KILL нім! 





THAT Г MIGHT WANT TO COMMIT 

MURDER WOULD HAVE SOUNDED 
ABSURD TO МЕ! BUT NOW, 1 WAS 
ACTUALLY PLANNING IT... 




















ELL OFF WAS RIGHT 7 FIRST OF ALL THERE WAS 
HIS BUSINESS! THAT WOULD BE M/NE/THEN HIS 
INSURANCE? НЕ HAD SEVERAL 8/@ POLICIES! 


~. BUT IT'S GOT TO LOOK LIKE AN 


ACCIDENT? AND І THINK І 
KNOW THE WAYS 





1F...1F I LEFT НІМ, HE'D REFUSE 
TO SUPPORT МЕ! I'D HAVE TO GO| 
то WORKS BUT...1F HE WERE 
DEAD...T'0 BE WELL OFF! 


IT WAS A DESPERATE PLAN! HAVING DICK OVER FOR 
DINNER...AND HIS DISLIKE OF SWEET-AND-SOUR STRING 
BEANS...HAD GIVEN ME THE IDEA‘ DICK WAS GOING 
TO ВЕ мү 44/8/7 SUDDENLY JOHN'S ANGRY VOICE 
SHOCKED ME OUT OF MY DIABOLIGAL THOUGHTS.. 


on, DROP 71 





THE NEXT MORNING, AFTER JOHN HAD LEFT FOR 
THE OFFICE,I WENT DOWN INTO THE CELLAR! I 
OPENED THE DOORS OF THE PANTRY THAT JOHN'D 


BUILT FOR ME WHEN WE FIRST SET UP HOUSE... 


(І GUESS HE LOVED ME THEN!)... AND TOOK 
OUT SIX CANS OF STR/NG BEANS... 


+ «FIVE... SIX? THIS OUGHT TO 


BE ENOUGH! 


Т HID THE PARTLY OPENED CANS IN 
А SPOT WHERE I KNEW JOHN 
WOULDN'T FIND THE! 


THIS 18 А GOOD PLACE f 
IN ABOUT A WEEK, THEY 
OUGHT TO BE PRETTY 


ғ өші! 
С 0000006! ви 
— 


[THEN I WAITED! THE WEEK 
CRAWLED BY! FINALLY, I FIGURED 
IT WAS TIME! I TOOK ONE OF THE 
CANS FROM THE HIDING PLACE AND 
OPENED IT ALL THE WAY... 


PHEWS WHAT А STENCHS 
I'LL SAY THEY'RE PRETTY 


Dip I GET S/CK? 
І МАЗ SICK AS A 


THE BATHROOM... 


LETTING THE A/A IN WILL SPOIL 


THE CONTENTS FAST?! 


Ат FIRST I HESITATED! THE 
NAUSEATING ODOR OF THE SPOILED} 
BEANS ALMOST MADE ME CHUCK 
THE WHOLE CRAZY SCHEME! BUT 
I THOUGHT ABOUT JOHN...HOW HE 
HATED ME... AND Т MADE UP MY 
MIND TO GO THROUGH WITH IT f I 
SCOOPED OUT А S/NGLE, FOUL- 
SMELLING BEAN WITH А SPOON.. 


LORDS І SHOULD HOPE TO TELL YO 
206 ALL DAY! MY ЗТОМАСН KEPT 


RETGHING... Т KEPT COMMUTING BETWEEN МҮ BED AND 


AND FOR A COUPLE OF MINUTES 





Bur 1 MANAGED TO KEEP ON MY FEET THAT 
NIGHT WHEN JOHN GAME HOME, AND HE NEVER 
KNEW HOW SICK І WAS... 


S'MATTER WITH 
[[ You? vou Look 


NOBODY'S MAKING YOU STAY 

HERE! GO ON! IF YOU HATE 

ME SO MUGH... WHY DON'T 
You LEAVE? 


HAH! YOU'D L/KE THAT, 
WOULDN'T YOU? WELL, 
YOU'RE NOT GOING TO 

K GET OFF THAT EASY, 

Т LOVERS 


IT's YOUR 
CHARMING 


AROUND THE IT 0/86И675 


INTO THE CELLAR AND OPENED THE 
SECOND SPOILED GAN I.I THINK 
I GOT SIGK JUST FROM THE ODOR... 


THIS. TIME: L:TOOK:TWO:BEANS! 
THEY WERE RANGID AND FOUL- 
SMELLING, BUT I MANAGED TO GET 
THEM INTO MY MOUTH AND GULP 


THEM DOWN f 7H/S TIME I DIDN'T 
GET AS SICK AS I WAS THE F/AST 


AN EASIER WAY 


{ THAN 7#/57/6#/7 


МЕ, BUT I'M WOT AS 
WAUSEOUSSIT'S JUST 


HE NEXT TIME, І ATE TWO SPOONFULS OF THE 
REVOLTING, RANK- SMELLING STUFF... 


ІШІ МО ILL EFFECTSfI JUST 
FEEL SLIGHTLY UNCOM- 
FORTABLE! І..І THINK 
I'VE DONE IT” 


T wo DAYS LATER I WAS BACK IN THE CELLARS THIS 
TIME І ATE A WHOLE SPOONFUL OF THE PUTRID 


E I HAVE A L/TTLE PAIN AND 
А A HEADACHE...BUT THAT'S 











AFTER ТО OPENED THE F/F7H CAN,EATEN A 
WHOLE PORTION OF THE DEGAYED FETID 
STRING BEANS, AND FELT ONLY SL/GHTLY 


HELLO, DICK? THIS IS MARY! ОН... 
I'M FINE... AND YOU ? GOOD! HOW 
ABOUT D/NNER TONIGHT, DICK? 
YOU W/LL ? GRAND! ABOUT SEVEN? 
ALL RIGHT, SEE YOU THEN! ВҮЕ 7 


So THIS AFTERNOON, І OPENED THE SIXTH AND 
LAST SPOILED CAN OF STRING-BEANS AND MADE 
THEM THE WAY JOHN LIKED THEM... SWEET- 

AND-SOUR.” TONIGHT, WHEN JOHN САМЕ HOME... 


WHAT'S IT LOOX LIKE? 

WE'RE HAVING COMPANY 

FOR DINNER! D/CK'S 
COMING OVER! 


ОН, YEAH? LISTEN! IT'S 
JUST AS MUCH OF A 
PLEASURE FOR ME” 
AND... DON'T FORGET. 
70 SERVE THE 


7/70/87 ONE 
су) NIGHT, YOU'D... 


BUT Z'VE BUILT UP AN /MMUN/TY 
TO PTOMAINE POISONING” THE 
PORTION OF PUTRID BEANS THAT 


He's HERE... 
ANSWER IT... AND 
TRY AND PRETEND 
THAT YOU'RE C/VI- 


| 


Ші, | 





Dick AND JOHN SAT DOWN AT 
THE TABLE AND T WENT INTO 
THE KITCHEN! T BROUGHT OUT 
THE PLATTER OF MEAT... 

I KNOW You DON'T 
LIKE SWEET-AND- 

SOUR STRING 
BEANS, SO r 

MADE YOU SOME 

CARROTS! 


MNN’ LOOKS 
6000” нот 


JONN GOT UP AND WENT INTO THE KITCHEN! I 
TRIED МОТ TO SHOW HOW NERVOUS I WAS. 





JOHN SAT DOWN, HELPED HIMSELF TO A HEALTHY 
PORTION OF THE STRING BEANS, AND WE BEGAN 
ТО EAT! Т MADE SURE DICK SAW ME EATING THE 
BEANS 700... 
YOU OUGHT TO 
TRY THEM SOME 
TIME, Dick f 


нот TONIGHT, Dick f 
THEY DONT 74S7E AS 
6000 AS USUAL / 


ІТ. SAT DOWN OPPOSITE DICK AND 
SMILED. 


WELL, FOLKS! 0 sure, 
THING! 


ЅМЕЕТ...АМО 
SOUR’ MY 
FAVORITE / 


AFTER A WHILE, JOHN CANE OUT: HE CARRIED 
TWO GLASSES OF WINE‘ HE SMILED TOWARDS 


Dick! BUT 
YOULL HAVE 
SOME WINE, 


You BET THEY DIDN'T TASTE AS GOOD AS USUAL! 
ID DOUSED THEM WITH VINEGAR TO KILL THE 
ODOR OF PUTRESCENCE! BUT JOHN ATE HIS 
— PORTION... EVERY LAST BEAN! 50 DID 





WELL! THAT 
was 6000, 


THANK YOU, DICK! 
WHY...YOU BOYS 
DIDN'T DRINK 
YOUR WINE! 


— 

DON'T FEEL 
50...50... 

0000041 





JOHN DOUBLED UP! HE LET OUT A SCREAM OF PAIN! 
THAT WAS MY CUE! Z STARTED TO ACT, 700... 


f 
JOHN JOHNT DICKS CALL A 
6000 LORD! к DOCTORS QUICK! 
Z= ч 
< \ 
2 А ij 
> 


ñ 
1 


[Dick STARED ат JOHN'S FACE... } 


HE'S DEAD? / HURRY, DICK! 
HE'S DEAD Sy) I'M SICK...HURRY? 
THE PHONES IN THIS CALLS FOR A 
Š CELEBRATIONS 
7 Р, 


Í HERE'S TO YOU, 


== V PUNK! AT LAST 
7 4 


ТМ FREES 


DRAINED THE GLASS! THE WINE BURNED GOING DOWN! 
I GUESS I WASN'T USED TO IT! 1 SHOVED THE GLASS 
BACK ON THE TABLE AS І HEARD DICK'S FOOTSTEPS... 
DID Y0U...DID ) / YES, MARY’ THE DOGTOR'LL BE ) | 
YOU GALL? RIGHT OVER BUT 1 FOUND DON'T BOTHER PHONING! 
р THIS MOTE BY THE PHONE f І IT WILL 00 МО GOODf THE POISON 
READ IT 1 DON'T UNDER- ACTS TOO FAST! І PUT ІТ INMY 0 
STANDS LISTEN... WINE I COULDN'T BEAR TO GOON 4 
P) LIVING LIKE THIS ANY LONGER! 
SUICIDE IS THE ONLY WAY! YOU 
MAY NOT BELIEVE THIS BUT 1 
HAVE ALWAYS LOVED You! 








BIG MONEY 


Down the subway stairs he clattered, the 
money-heavy satchel banging against his 
thigh with each desperate step. He could hear 
the cops racing along the sidewalk behind 
him, the clatter of their shoes ample warn- 
ing that he had only seconds to get onto the 
train waiting at the platform. If those cops 
got to look into the satchel he was lugging, 
John Garrity knew, it meant a long prison 
term! He HAD to elude them and get away 
with the big money! 


Until the moment he and Morse had raced 
through the revolving doors, Garrity thought 
as he elbowed his way down the subway 
stairs, the holdup had gone off like a dream. 
But the sight which greeted them at the pave- 
ment had sent a shiver of fear down their 
spines. Their car was waiting at the curb as 
they had left її... the motor still purring in 
anticipation of their getaway . . . but instead 
of Greeg behind the wheel, a ponderous blue- 
coat occupied the driver's seat! And there, on 
the sidewalk, arguing hotly with three other 
patrolmen, was their partner! Unless they 
could make a break for it, the game was up! 


Garrity was carrying the bag of loot, and 
that was why HE was still free . . . still at- 
tempting to run for it! For Morse had lunged 
into the cops as they advanced with guns 
drawn . . . had thrown a devastating block 
and given Garrity a split-second in which to 
scamper down the street and Jose himself in 
the sluggish mass of pedestrians. Garrity had 
sprinted toward the subway entrance, aware 
of the feet pounding along in pursuit. . . 
Garrity had been conscious of the subway 
beckoning as a last refuge in a hostile world. 
If only he could outrun the Law down the 
steps and through the turnstile . . . could dis- 
appear into the waiting train . . . Garrity 
knew he had a fair chance to escape. He 


HAD to make іс... his dream of big-money 
was the reward for success! 


Even as he scurried toward che curnstiles, 
Garrity dipped his free hand into his pocket 
in search of the fare. The train doors still 
yawned open before him, not twenty feet 
away ... and there, beside the entrance to 
safety, stood a special uniformed patrolman! 
Garrity knew in that instant that bulling 
through the turnstile would arouse the at- 
tendant’s suspicions and shut-off all chance 
for a getaway. For even if he DID get onto 
the train, che subway guard could keep it 
from leaving the station . . . could hold him 
for not paying his fare! 


Garrity drew a fistful of coins from his 
pocket and stared at them in disbelief; there 
were pennies and nickles . . . 2 quarters and a 
half-dollar . . . but not a single dime! And 
the only way he could get through that turn- 
stile to the train was го slip a ten-cent piece 
into the entrance slot! A dime he didn’t have! 


There was only one chance to escape now, 
and with a sob of frustration Garrity lurched 
under the wooden turnstile and moved in a 
frenzy coward the train. But he knew, even 
as he moved forward, that his last-chance at- 
tempt had failed! For the subway guard had 
him by the shoulders and was screaming 
something about his attempting to swindle 
the city out of a measly dime. And behind 
him, Garrity could hear the police racing 
toward him. 


Even while the bag was being opened, 
Garrity stood by as if numbed, only dimly 
aware of the manacles which had been 
slipped around his wrists. Only dimly did he 
hear the cop bending over the bag whistle 
as he fingered through the contents of the 
satchel. 


“Wowww!” the red-faced patrolman 
wheezed. “It’s all here . . . just as he heisted 
it! Imagine a guy trying to save hisself a 
dime . . . when he’s got a haul of over half-a- 
million dollars in his hand! Boyoboy . . . 
some guys are so cheap it's hard to believe!” 


Garrity wanted to tell them why, but what 
was the use... 





UNLIKE THE GOMMON THUG, THE ‘CON’ MAN RELIES UPON 
BRAINS RATHER THAN BRAWN TO EXTRACT LOOT FROM HIS UNSUS- 
PECTING VICTIMS! TWO INSIDIOUSLY CLEVER CONFIDENCE RACKETS 
ARE ILLUSTRATED IN THE FOLLOWING PAIR OF 'E.C. QUICKIES’! 
THE FIRST YARN IS 


АГ, Фа 





[YOUR NAME IS CARLTON ASHLEY, AND YOU'RE 
KNOWN TO YOUR FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES AS A 
RESPECTABLE CITIZEN AND A REPUTABLE BUSINESS | 
MAN! YOU'VE NEVER,IN ALL YOUR FORTY-ONE 
YEARS, DONE ANYTHING HIGH-HANDED OR ILLEGALS 
LATELY, HOWEVER, THINGS HAVE NOT BEEN GOING 
WELL WITH YOU! A BUSINESS SLUMP HAS FORCED THE 
COMPANY YOU OWN TO THE BRINK OF BANKRUPTCY... 
I'VE CHECKED THE BOOKS, Y 7WEW7Y? WHERE ] 
SIR! TWENTY THOUSAND AM I GOING TO 

COULD ро IT! GET THAT KIND OF 

K MONEY ? 











GO THERE YOU HAVE IT! NOW YOU ARE FACED 
WITH THE PROBLEM OF EITHER RAISING TWENTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS...TEN OF WHICH IS ALL YOU 
САМ MANAGE...OR BEING FORCED TO DECLARE 
BANKRUPTCY AND LOSE EVERYTHING! THEN THE 
STRANGER COMES TO SEE YOU... 


MR. ASHLEY? MY NAME IS SIMM 
ARNOLD SIMMS! Т...НАМЕ А 
BUSINESS PROPOSITION TO 
IMAKE TO YOU! A SURE WAY OF 
DOUBLING YOUR INVESTMENT 
ALMOST /MMEDIATELY ” 











DOUBLING 
MY INVEST- 
MENT? А 

SURE WAY? 
WHAT'S THE 
CATCH, MR. 

SIMMS 2 


IT'S TROUBLE 
FINDING THE RIGHT 
PEOPLE, MR. 
ASHLEY! HERE 
15 MY CARD! 

IF YOU'RE /NTER- 

ESTED... COME 


CHICAGO ? 
YOU CAME 
HERE. ..ALL 
THE WAY 

FROM 
CHICAGO? 


EXACTLY, MR. 
ASHLEY! AS I 
SA/D, WE TAKE 
А 407 ОҒ 
TROUBLE 
FINDING THE 


LITTLE 
OFFER 7 


AFTER ALL, A BUSINESS FAILURE COULD V/M 
YOU...NOT ONLY F/NANCIALLY, BUT SOCIALLY 
AS WELL! AND YOU DON'T WANT 7947 ТО HAP- 
PEN, DO YOU, CARLTON? SO YOU SCRAPE 
TOGETHER YOUR TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS... AND 
YOU ЛАКЕ THAT PLANE TO CHICAGO TO SEE 
ARNOLD SIMMS... 


WELL! MR. ASHLEY! 


І...ЕУЕ BEEN THINKING S] 
COME RIGHT IN! 


ABOUT THAT INVESTMENT, 
SIMMS Í І...Г0 LIKE TO 
KNOW MORE ABOUT IT! 


NO CATCH, ASHLEY ” 
IT'S А SIMPLE FOOL- 
PROOF PLAN! YOU 
GET BACK 7WO DOL- 
LARS FOR EVERY 
ONE YOU INVEST f 


)/_=.. vont GET \ 
› MR. SIMMS! IF 
IT'S SUCH A SURE 
INVESTMENT, YOU 
SHOULD HAVE WO 
TROUBLE FINDING 
EAGER PEOPLE WHO 


WOULD BE GLAD TO 
DOUBLE THEIR 


Дно іт ONLY TAKES OWE MORE 
SESSION WITH YOUR ACCOUNT- 
ANT TO MAKE YOU DECIDE, 
DOESN'T IT, CARLTON 2... 


OR TWO WEEKS 
AT THE М057./ THE TWENTY 
5 THOUSAND... 


SOMEHOW! 


You LOOK AROUND YOU! MR. SIMMSS OFFICE 
ISN'T NERY LUXURIOUS! YOU BEGIN TO WONDER 
IF YOU'RE DOING THE A/GHT THING BUT ARNOL! 
15 MOVING FAST! HE'S OPENED THE SAFE AND 
TAKEN OUT THE SUITCASE. 











HERE YOU ARE, ASHTON! ALL 
THE DOUGH YOU NEED ” 





ТНЕ BILLS ARE NEW AND GREEN] 
AND THEY LOOK GOOD TO YOU” 
BUT YOU'RE PUZZLED! You 
DON'T UNDERSTAND... 


DON'T ЈЏМР ТО 

CONCLUSIONS! 

EXAMINE \T 
FIRST! 


ONE ” THERE'S 

EXACTLY TWENTY 

GRAND HERE! YOu 

CAN HAVE IT FOR 
TENS 


1 TOLD YOU, ASHLEY! WE GO TO A LOT 
OF TROUBLE! HOW DO YOU THINK WE'VE 
CONTINUED OPERATING FOR 50 

LONG? WE MAKE IT OUR BUSINESS 


BILLS ARE PERFECT, ASHLEY! NO 
BOTCHED-UP CRUDE JOB! THEY'RE 
50 6000, AN EXPERT WOULD 
HAVE TROUBLE TELLING THEY'RE 
COUNTERFEIT! HERE! LOOK 


YOU'RE QONFUSED... AREN'T YOU, CARLTON ? YOU 


KNOW WHAT TO DO! IT COULD ВЕ EASY... AND YET| 

YOU'D LIKE ТО CONVINCE YOURSELF‘SO YOU 

REACH DOWN INTO THE GREEN PILE AND YOU 

TAKE А TWENTY! AND YOU 60 TO A BAN 

МАҮ...МАҮ І HAVE CHANGE OF YV ОЕ GOURSE,SIR 7 

ТНІЅ...ТМЕМТҮ DOLLAR BILL? | HOW WOULD You 
LIKE 117 














IT'S COUNTERFEIT.) М071 WON'T 
ASHLEY! WAITI _ 


ALL RIGHT, ASHLEY! 
FORGET ABOUT IT! 
60 BACK HOME! FACE 
THE MUSIC! LOSE 
YOUR BUSINESS... 
YOUR SOC/AL 
STANDINGS 


HAVE ANYTHING 
TO 00 WITH 
IT! IT's 
CROOKED! 


BUSINESSMEN LIKE YOU ARE OUR ONLY 
CLIENTS! MEN WHO ARE RESPECTED 
IN THEIR COMMUNITIES! WHY,WO ONE 
WOULD QUESTION IT IF YOU PASSED 
THIS MONEY AROUND! THEY 77/57 
YOU! HERE! JAWE A BILL... ДАМУ ONE! 
GO TO А BANK WITH IT! CONVINCE 
YOURSELF HOW EASY IT COULD BE! 


BILL LOOKS OKAY 
TO МЕ, SIR! FOUR 
FIVES GOOD 





O YOU'RE CONVINGED, AREN'T YOU 
CARLTON? THE ДАМА TELLER WAS 
FOOLED 7 THAT'S GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR YOU! YOU GO BACK ТО SIMMS'S 
OFFICE AND YOU GLOSE THE DEAL 


$19,960... $19,980... 

$20,000! HERE YOU 

ARE, ASHLEY! TAKE IT 

IN THE SUITCASE! 

TWENTY GRAND IN 

TWENTIES IS AWFUL 
BULKY! 


BROUGHT 
THOUSAND: 
DOLLAR 


‘THREE-QUARTERS OF AN HOUR LATER, YOU'RE AT 
THE AIRFIELD! YOU'VE STILL GOT TWENTY- MINUTES 
TILL PLANE-TIME! YOU'RE WERVOUS...AREN'T YOU, 
CARLTON? EVERYBODY SEEMS TO STARE AT THE 
SUITCASE FULL OF COUNTERFEIT BILLS! AND THEN 
THE MAN IN THE DARK COAT AND НАТ 


Q 
HE...HE'S STARING AT ME! 
WHAT'S HE STARING АТ МЕ (С 
FOR? HE...HE LOOKS LIKE 

А DETECTIVES 


>. 


а 


YOU SHIFT YOUR POSITION ON THE WAITING 
E'S COMING TOWARD YOU! 
YOU'RE CAUGHT, CARLTON! YOU'RE CAUGHT! 
THINK OF WHAT THIS WILL DO TO YOUR 
SPOTLESS REPUTATION! BUSINESS FAILURE IS 
ONE THING...BUT BREAKING THE LAW... г 


ROOM BENCI 


NO,THANKS f 
ІМ TAKING THE 
5:20 PLANE 
BACK! 1 САМ 

EAT FIRSTSA 
TAX! WILL 007 


THAT'S OKAY, 
ASHLEY! DON'T 
WORRY ABOUT 
ІТ! ER САМ I 

DRIVE YOU 
TO THE STATION? 


O YOU GO OUT OF SIMMS'S OFFICE 
WITH THE SUITCASE FULL OF 
COUNTERFEIT BILLS! YOU LOOK AT 
YOUR WATCH AS YOU WAIT FOR THE 





ITHE SUITCASE IS NEXT TO YOU ON THE FLOOR! THE 
MAN IN THE DARK СОАТ AND HAT STUDIES IT... THEN 
ISLANGES AT YOU! А COP COMES INTO THE WAITING 
IROOM! THE MAN IN THE DARK СОАТ NODS! THE COP 
NODS BACK! NOW THE COP 15 STARING AT YOU, 7007| 


NOW HE'S LOOKING AT THE Sur 











HE /S A DETECTIVE! WHAT'LL 
I DO? THEY KNOW! THEY 
NOW LORD! HE'S 


by GETTING UP 


SAW THE SUITCASE ВЕҒОНІ 


IT'S BEEN STANDING 











I'M A DETECTIVE! MY BADGE..! ) HUH? S-SUIT - 
CASE?WHAT 
SUITCASE? 


15 THAT YOUR SUITCASE? 


THERE! I DON'T KNOW 
ІК WHOSE IT 15! à 





CARLTON! IT'S YOUR 
ONLY CHANGE! DENY YOU EVER 


W-WHY, WO £ THAT'S NOT M/NES| 
1...1 JUST SAT DOWN HERE! 






YOU'RE SAFE,AREN'T YOU, 
CARLTON? THE DETECTIVE 
NODDED TO THE COP AND 
THEY TOOK THE SUITCASE 
AWAY! AND NOW YOU'RE 
FLYING HOME TO FACE THE 
MUSIC! ONLY YOU DON'T 
KNOW THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
'CONNED «.. BUT 60007 WHY, 
RIGHT NOW, YOUR ACCOUN - 
TANT 15 PAYING EVERYBODY 
OFF! OH, YES...HE ENGINE- 
ERED THE WHOLE THING! 
THE B/LLS IN THE SUITCASE? 
REAL...CARLTON! VERY REAL! 
МОТ COUNTERFEIT AT ALLS 
TWENTY-THOUSAND DOL- 
LARS AND A RENTED POLICE 
UNIFORM MADE TEN THOU- 
SAND PROFITI NOT BAD... 
EH,CARLTON? WOT BAD 

AT ALLS 


CLEVER, HUH? YOU AIN'T SEEN NUTHIN' YET! THE 
RATIO ІМ 7H/S "Е.С. QUICKIE’ 15 DOUBLED... 


YOURE LESLIE M. STEVENSON, PRESIDENT OF THE 

СІТҮ BANK AND TRUST COMPANY! AS YOU LOOK 

UP FROM YOUR DESK ONE MORNING, YOU SEE 

А МІСЕ LOOKING, CLEAN-CUT YOUNG MAN STRIDE ? ( SEAL COMING UP TOMORROW MORN- 

ACROSS THE BANK LOBBY AND INTO YOUR ING? ІТ MEANS AN AWFUL LOT 
TO ME! MY WHOLE FUTURE MAY 

ў DEPEND UPON IT” BUT I'LL NEED 

IRWIN, SIR! I HAVE А )| |4 YOUR HELP! 
фы ек, I'D LIKE TO 














‘OU LIKE THE LOOKS OF THIS YOU'VE GOT TO MAKE \YOU MEAN] | OH, NO, SIR/ I MAVE THE \ On I 
[YOUNG MAN AND YOU'RE INTERESTED 8/6 IMPRESSIONS MONEY! HERE IT /871 | ЗЕЕ! 
IN HIS PROBLEM, WELL, FRANKLY I'VE... WANT TO DEPOSIT IT WHY 
HOW CAN T WELL, SIR б IN YOUR BANK IN A WE'LL 
HI „мв. кі 
— Rete 87и ном А [те CLIENT’ TOMORROW, YOU SEE, I WANT TO OPEN 
BUSINESS... IF HE ACCEPTS МҮ...Е! WELL, YOU KNOW. AN 
OFFER, I'LL HAVE ТО DASH OFF ACHECK / ACCOUNT 
ІМ PAYMENT! FOR YOU, 
MR. IRWINE 


Ой LIKE THE FRANKNESS OF THI’ D L/KE НІМ TO GET THE IDEA 
МАН, DON'T YOU, LESLIE STEVEN: THAT ІМ XNOWW HERE! YOU 
7 UNDERSTAND! IT WOULD /MPRESS: 
BUT H/S IS THE FAVOR I'D LIKE 
TO ASK YOU, SIR! TOMORROW AT HIM IF, WHEN HE PRESENTED THE 
ELEVEN, MY CLIENT WILL PROBABLY | | CHECK, THE TELLER MECOGM/ZED 
COME INTO THE BANK TO CASH MY SIGNATURE RIGHT OFF THE BAT.. 


THE CHECK f I'D LIKE YOU...WELL... | | AND PAID HIM /MMED/ATELY, AS IF 
I WROTE CHECKS 
LIKE THAT EVERY 


WINDOW YOUR CLIENT 

COMES TO, THE TELLER 

WILL PAY HIM /MMEDIATELY! 
* FD 


z 






SO NOW YOU'RE HAPPY, 
AREN'T YOU, LESLIE STEV- 
ENSON? YOU'RE HELPING 


A YOUNG MAN TAKE THE "ACH FOR TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS...EACH WITH 











FIRST STEP UP THE LADDER MR. IRWIN'S SIGNATURE. 
TO SUCCESS! YOU OPEN MR. IRWIN'S 

MR. IRWIN'S ACGOUNT...AND CHECK! OF | |снеск?он. 

НЕ SIGNS THE NECESSARY YES, SIR! 

FORMS! THEN YOU INSTRUCT WILL 

EACH OF YOUR FIVE TEL- ӨТ tHousanp 

LERS TO PAY MR. IRWIN'S DOLLAR 

CHECK IMMEDIATELY WHEN Й BILLS BE 


IT IS PRESENTED! AND ALL RIGHT? 
THE NEXT DAY You FEEL [| 
6000 ALL OVER , DON'T 
YOU, MR. STEVENSON? f 
ONLY YOU'RE BUSY ABOUT 
ELEVEN O'CLOCK... 





HEE, HEE! YEP, IT'S ME AGAIN, KIDDIES... YOUR CREEPS- COOKER-UPPER, THE OLD W/TCH, MISTRESS 
OF THE HAUNT OF FEARS IN EACH ISSUE OF CRIME SUSPENSTORIES, I LIGHT THE FIRE UNDER МҮ 
CAULDRON AND BREW А BRISTLING BOWLFUL OF TANTALIZING TERROR TIDBITS, GARNISHED WITH 
GORE, AND TOPPED OFF WITH А DASH OF DISGUST! THIS MAD- MORSEL OF MORBIDITY I АМ ABOUT 
TO DISH OUT TO YOU TAKES PLAGE IN THE 7#OP/CS...WHERE IT'S... HOTI І CALL IT... 


A FOOL AND HIS 
HONEY ARE SOON 


PARTED! 


НЕ TROPIC NIGHT HUNG OVER THE PLANTA- 
TION LIKE A BLACK BLANKET! THE AIR WAS 
HOT AND DAMP, AND BREATHING WAS DIFFICULT! 
THE PLANTATION OVERSEER AND HIS GUEST 
ISAT UPON THE OPEN VERANDA... FANNING ТНЕМ- 
SELVES, AND SIPPING COOLING DRINKS... 

TELL МЕ, ARMAND! WHY W THE NEWS I 
010 YOU WISH TO SEE ME À HAVE 15 WOT 
ALONE? WHY DID YOU 6000, CHARLES! 
ASK ME TO SEND d т.т DID NOT 
NANETTE /WS/0£ f WANT YOUR 

WIFE TO HEAR 
IT, MON AMIS 





‘COME, COME, THE HOME THE HOME OFFICE 50? 15 THAT | NO, CHARLES! IT, 

ARMAND! TELL | OFFICE! т. IS SENDING A WAM / SO TERRIBLE? ZIS NOT 7HAT/ IT 

МЕ” WHAT /5 ) HAVE RECEIVED TO CHECK UP ON І HAVE NOTHING)IS THE MAN THE 

IT? WHAT WORD FROM МҮ š THE PLANTATIONS /то HIDE’ МҮ < OFFICE SENDS THAT 
PLANTATION IS ) Т. HAVE COME TO 

ACROSS THE WHO WORKS N f RUN... WARN You ABOUT ! 

PENINSULA THERE! 

FROM YOUR 

OWN 


bey 


HE...HE IS WO GOOD, CHARLES f BAH’ I — 

MY FRIEND KNOWS НІМ” HE IS... $ DO МОТ HAVE PLEASE,GHARLES! YOU DO NOT 

НЕ IS А G/GOLO...A LOVE- TO WORRY UNDERSTAND! THIS 15 A 
PIRATES НЕ HAS NO ABOUT WANETTE,| | LONELY LIFE FOR А WOMAN... 

SCRUPLES/ YOU MUST ARMAND ! SHE LIVING ON A PLANTATION ARMAND’ I 
SEND YOUR WIFE AWAY! LOVES МЕ! т. WARN YOU! SHE WILL DEMAND THAT 


SHE MUST NOT BE HERE BE EASY PREY FOR A YOU APOLOGIZE.” 


CHARLES! YOU ARE A NANETTE! 

NAIVE FOOLS I 00 NOT COME SAY 6000 

INSULT YOUR MARRIAGE 7 MIGHT TO О ves! r 
т. АМ TELLING YOU THIS N'SIEU BOVANT /, HAVE PRESSING 


FOR YOUR OWN SAKE... HE 1s LEAVING / HIS OWN PLANTA-) BUSINESS I 
ТО SAFEGUARD IT! ш тон TONIGHT, MUST RETURN 
TAKE MY ADVICE, У [/ |7 ( NANETTE! 80N то! BON SOIR, 


CHARLES’ SEND SOR, M'SIEU! f MADAME CARTIER... 
NANETTE AWAY ay MSIEU CARTIER / 


FOR A FEW MONTHS. 





А WEEK LATER, DRESSED IN А NEATLY-PRESSED WHITE 
PANAMA SUIT AND A SPOTLESS PITH-HELMET, THE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE HOME OFFICE ARRIVED AT 
|THE CARTIER PLANTATION... 


BON JOUR W'SIEU! I AM Y A PLEASURE, 
RUDOLPH MARCHANDS J м'з\Еи! I AM 
X AM HERE ON AN 

INSPECTION TOUR 

FOR THE COMPANYS 


АН, MADAME! THERE IS NO 
NEED FOR SUCH FORMALITY? 
SINCE I WILL BE STAYING WITH 
YOU FOR À WEEK OR SO, WHY 
NOT CALL МЕ PUDY? AFTER 
ALL, WE WILL GET ТО KNOW 
EACH OTHER QUITE WELL 
IN THAT TIME f 


MAY GALL US. 
CHARLES... AND... 
NANETTE! 


s 


а 


ISN'T THAT THOUGHT- 
FUL, CHARLES? LOOK f 


RUDY HAS GIVEN ME 
А BOTTLE ОҒ PER- 
FUME У THANK YOU 
SO MUCH, RUDY! 


THAT EVENING, CHARLES SMOKED HIS PIPE ІМ 
SILENCE AS HE SAT ON THE VERANDA INSIDE THE 
PLANTATION HOUSE, RUDY AND NANETTE DANCED 
TO THE MUSIC OF A SCRATCHY RECORD ON AN OLD 
PHONOGRAPH... 

I HAVE NOT DANCED IN 
MONTHS, RUDY! YOU... 
YOU ARE A VERY 6000 
DANCER, 7007 


PA момо, 
2 wanerret 
1115 MY 


WILL SHOW YOU À WOT 'M'SIEU 
YOUR ROOMS X? MARCHAND’! 
С ‘Rupr? Ен, 

а CHARLES? 


ITIS THE 
FINEST 


LATER, RUDY AND NANETTE STROLLED IN THE MOON- 

LIGHT! CHARLES JUST SAT AND SMOKED... 

MY HUSBAND WORKS SO HARD ON) AH, YOUR HUS- 

THE PLANTATION DURING ТН! BAND IS A 

DAY THAT WE NEVER GO FOOL, NANETTE! 

WALKING LIKE THIS A; TO HAVE NO TIME 
NIGHTS = 





THE DAYS CRAWLED BY FOR OF course! вит ) 5н-н-н/ 
CHARLES 7 EACH AFTERNOON, HE [EVEN HUSBANDS \ PLEASES 
WOULD SHOW RUDY THE OPERA- [CAN BE...DULL HE WILL 
TIONS OF THE PLANTATION... AT TIMES... EH, ) HEAR Youf 
EACH EVENING HE WOULD SIT ON NANETTE? 
THE VERANDA, SMOKING, WHILE 

HIS WIFE ‘ENTERTAINED’ THEIR 

GUEST... 


IT MUST BE VERY 
LONELY FOR YOU 


CIVILIZATION! — 


50 YOU 2/2 COME, ) OH, RUDY! 1... 
MY DARLING! г / I COULD NOT 
KNEW YOU HELP MYSELF! 

мош” I WAITED UNTIL 


THE NEXT DAY, CHARLES ANNOUNGED AT BREAK- THAT AFTERNOON, SLIM BROWN BODIES,LITHE AND 
FAST... 


AGILE, CAVORTED BEFORE THE GARTIERS AND THEIR 


GUEST! THE NATIVE BETROTHAL CEREMONY HAD 
TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY 


CELEBRATING THE CHIEF'S 2 THIS GEREMONY WILL LAST 18...18 THAT 7 
DAUGHTER'S FORTHCOMING TILL M/ONIGHTS THEN THE THE CHIEF'S 
MARRIAGES FUTURE BRIDE RETIRES TO DAUGHTER, CHARLES? 
THE MARRIAGE HUT... AND THE FUTURE 
REMAINS THERE ALL ALONE 
UNTIL THE GROOM ARRIVES! 


Я 





DO NOT STARE ` THE NATIVES CONSIDER TILL THE GROOM comes! (SOUNDS, 
АТ HER RUDY! IT “ИТ AN (SULT! ІМ FACT, ABOUT THREE DAYS S 
15 UNWISE? THE [AFTER THE FUTURE SHE STAYS ІМ THE HUT.. 
CHIEF 15 WATCH- )BRIDE RETIRES TO THE ANOINTING HERSELF WITH 
MARRIAGE HUT, WO PERFUMED SALVES... 
4 WAITING FOR М/И." SHE 
15 ALL ALONE..UNCLOTHED! 


IT'S AVERY SER/OUS RITUAL 

WITH THESE NATIVES! AND THAT NIGHT... CHARLES, NANETTE, АМО RUDY SAT ON 

JUST FOR THE RECORD... IF / 7 THE VERANDA, LISTENING TO THE DISTANT NATIVE 

THE NATIVES WERE TO A DRUMS... 

CATCH A MALE SPYING IIB б HOw LONG DOES THAT Å UNTIL M/DNIGHT, RUDY! 

ОМ HER, ІТ WOULD MEAN {| INGESSANT THROBBING / WELL,I АМ Z/RED? I 

DEATH...BY TORTURES ) 60 ON, CHARLES ? THINK I WILL TURN IN” 
3 COMING, NANETTE? 


1...1 COULD NOT SLEEP WITH J 1 WILL KEEP YOU 

THOSE DRUMS GOING LIKE COMPANY, NANETTE! ÍCHARLES WENT INTO THE HOUSE! NANETTE AND 
THAT, CHARLES! I WILL STAY Ays | RUDY SAT QUIETLY STARING INTO THE DARKNESS 
UP FOR A WHILE. 4 LISTENING TO THE DRUM: 








LATER THAT NIGHT, A FIGURE 
IN А NEATLY-PRESSED PANAMA 
SUIT AND PITH-HELMET MADE 
HIS WAY QUIETLY THROUGH THE 
JUNGLE TO THE NATIVE VILLAGE... 


THE FIGURE REAPPEARED ONCE 
MORE...DARTING FROM THE HUT! 
ITS HEAD WAS BARE AS IT SCRAM- 
BLED TOWARD THE JUNGLE... 


E она 
— 


‘THE DRUMS HAD STOPPED AND THE 
VILLAGE LAY IN DARKNESS” THE 
FIGURE MOVED TO THE ENTRANCE 
OF THE MARRIAG! 


THE VILLAGE WAS SUDDENLY 
THROWN INTO A TURMOIL! 
NATIVES SCURRIED ABOUT... 
SHOUTING’ THE TRIBAL CHIEF 
ENTERED THE MARRIAGE HUT... 
AND THEN EMERGED, CARRYING 
SOMETHING IN HIS HAND.. 


THE NEXT MORNING, AT THE PLANTATION-HOUSE, 


CHARLES FOUND HIS WIFE ON THE VERANDA, 


YING 


NANETTE! WHAT |5 
WRONG 2 WHY ARE 
YOU CRYING? 


І..ГУЕ BEEN SUCH 
A FOOL, CHARLES! 


ee . WHERE 15 
ДУР M'SIEU 
MARCHAND? HE 

IS NOT IN HIS ROOMS 


АМО STEPPED INSIDE! A GLOW 
OF LIGHT STREAKED FROM THE 
HUT f SUDDENLY, THE SILENCE 
WAS SHATTERED BY AN EAR- 
SPLITTING SCREAM ” 


А PITH-HELMET / THE CHIEF 


TURNED IT OVER,..EXAMINING IT 


т..т DO мот AWOW 

АМО T DO NOT 

CARE 7 ОН, CHARLES. 
FORGIVE ME! 


AND HIS CLOTHES 


ARE GONE! 





THERE IS NOTHING 
TO FORGIVE, NANETTE! 


2 BUT THERE /$/ І WAS 
GOING то LEAVE YOU!I (| 
WAS GOING TO GO AWAY 
WITH... WITH AJM... 
MARCHAND” I THI 
І LOVED нім” 


INDEED, VANETTE NEVER SAW RUDOLPH MARCHAND 
AGAIN! IN THE TROPIC REGION WHERE THE CARTIER 
PLANTATION 15 LOGATED, THE NATIVES HAVE INGENIUS 
METHODS OF PUNISHING EVIL ONES! THEY TIE THEIR 
VICTIM SPREAD-EAGLE ON THE GROUND...AND СОАТ 


‘BUT...BUT LAST NIGHT... I 
LEARNED THE TRUTH HE... 
HE TOLD ME THAT I MEANT 
NOTHING ТО HIM... THAT 
IT WAS JUST A.A. 

GAME WITH HIM! 


FORGET ABOUT HIM, 

NANETTE! WE WILL 

PROBABLY WEVER SEE 
HIM AGAINS 


THEN THEY LEAVE HIM TO THE MERCY OF THE GIANT 
KILLER-ANTS THAT INHABIT THAT PART OF THE 
WORLD! THESE ANTS TRAVEL IN SWARNS.. MILLIONS 
STRONG! AWD THEY EAT FLESH... ESPECIALLY НОМЕҮ- 
GOATED FLESH... 


HIS BARED BODY WITH HONEY. 


No... WAWETTE NEVER SAW 
RUDOLPH AGAIN... BUT CHARLES 
STUMBLED ACROSS THE WHITENED, 
PIGKED-CLEAN BONES ONE DAY, 
WHILE ON THE WAY TO SEE HIS 
FRIEND ARMAND ACROSS THE 
PENINSULA... n 


! 
| 


НЕ WANTED TO SEE ARMAND TO 
APOLOGIZE! AS А TOKEN OF 
FRIENDSHIP, НЕ WAS BRINGING 
WITH HIM А WEATLY-PRESSED 
WHITE PANAMA SU/T...THE VERY 
ONE HE'D STOLEN FROM MARCHAND'S 
ROOM THAT NIGHT... THE NIGHT 
THAT WE.. CHARLES ..WAD V/S- 
ITED THE NATIVE VILLAGE... 


үр PITH-HELMET, MARCHAND! 
ТАМ SORRY I HAD ТО 
LEAVE IT IN THE MAR- 
RIAGE HUT “ARMAND 
WOULD HAVE Z/KED IT! 


НЕЕ, НЕЕ” YEP! LIKE THEY SAY, 
KIDDIES, WHEN THE CAT'S AWAY, 
THE MOUSE WILL PLAY ONLY 
IN THIS CASE, THE 047 WAS 
AWAY SETTING UP A 7ЯАР ТО 
GET A/D OF THE MOUSE AND IT 
WORKED, T00! WELL.MARCHAND 
FINALLY HAD THE 
TABLES TURNED 
ОМ HIM/INSTEAD OF 
HIS LAYING THE 
HONEY ON THICK, 
THE NATIVES 
SMEARED IT ON 
HIM...BUT INSTEAD 
де) OF WOMEN BITING 
ON IT, THE AWTS: 
DID! 'BYE, NOW f 
BUY E.c.f 





